
 

You may have heard of the name Dave 
Smith, owner of arguably the most 
famous lunch hotspot by the Hill, 
Nate’s Deli, or his equally famous 
Place Next Door Restaurant.  You 
may have heard Dave’s name in the 
news for his charitable missions that 
have raised over $150 million for 
local, national and international 
causes, including $2.2M for Save Our 
Native Grandchildren long before 
Native issues were mainstream media. 
He sits on numerous boards and serves 
as an advisor to many organizations.  He 
was appointed Member of the Order of 
Canada and the Order of Ontario, 
awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal, named an honorary Colonel of the 
Canadian Forces, received an honorary doctorate 
degree from Ottawa University, honorary law degree 
from Carleton University, keys to the city of Ottawa, 
a street named after him, and the list goes on.  Dave 
also owns the tremendously popular Creative Kosher 
Catering, renowned for servicing public and private 
events for celebrities, royalty, and dignitaries.  When 
asked where he got his passion for the food biz, Dave 
explained that he’d always wanted to be an 
architect, but instead, became a passionate architect 
of food. 

But there’s more to Dave’s story.  He lives on Island 
Park Drive, and was gracious to open his home for 
this interview.  He shared many incredible stories 
from being a guest at Frank Sinatra’s New Year’s Eve 
party, to meeting Princess Diana and Pope John Paul 
II.  There’s too many stories to fit into this article.  
What I wanted to know was more about the man and 
what inspired him. 

When asked which charity is dearest to his heart, 
Dave said the Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre for 
addiction, which has helped over 15,000 youth in its 

23 years of existence.  I asked how this 
cause came to be important to him.  “I 
got a call one night from a friend who 
asked me, ‘Dave, what would you do if 
you thought your son was doing drugs?’  
At the time, no youth treatment centre 
existed in Ontario – only adult 
addiction centres.  I bought a 
building, raised some money, and 
that’s how it all started.  Years later, 
I received a call at my restaurant 
from a woman who said, ‘Bless you 
for what you do.  A man will arrive 
at your restaurant within the 
hour.’  When the man arrived, he 

handed me an envelope.  In it was a 
cheque for $500,000 for the Youth Treatment 

Centre!”  I asked Dave where his inspiration came 
from.  He explained that his parents always 
welcomed the homeless into their home and shared 
what they had.  “My father was a shoe cobbler, and 
there were twelve kids in our family.  We didn’t have 
much,” explained Dave, “but we always had a pot of 
hot soup on the stove and a loaf of bread on the 
counter.  Homeless people would come into our 
kitchen, take a bowl of soup and a slice of bread, sit 
down, eat, clean-up after themselves, say thank you, 
then leave.  No one ever abused the offering.”  Dave 
recalled a story where his mother came home in the 
winter with no coat.  “It was freezing cold outside, 
but my mother was glowing when she came through 
the door.  When we asked her where her coat was, 
she said that she’d met someone who needed it more 
than she did, so she gave it to them.” 

It became clear that helping others was engrained in 
Dave’s mind from a young age.  Yes, indeed, bless 
you Dave Smith for the work that you do. 
______________________________________________ 
For the full interview with Dave and full copy of Dave’s 
biography, please visit the Island Park Community Association 
website.  For more information on Dave’s initiatives, please visit 
www.davesmithcares.ca.

What a beautiful summer we had!  And fall is turning 
out to be just as great.   

AGM May 26, 2016 
We had a terrific AGM in May with over 30 residents 
in attendance.  Special guest Sally Coutts from the 
City gave us an overview of what’s involved with 
seeking a Heritage Conservation District (HCD) 
designation for IPD, a planning tool we are exploring 
that would replace the NCC covenants when they 
expire in 2020. 

And of course, an AGM is when we renew our 
mandate and elect a new board.  Here is the 
2016/2017 IPCA Board and their files: 

• Heather Mitchell, President 
• Paul Forster, Vice President (development, 

HCD) 
• David Glastonbury, Treasurer 
• Du f f M i t che l l , Reco rd i ng Sec re t a r y 

(development, HCD) 
• Mike Redmond, Communications 
• Jen G i l l e sp ie , Commun ica t i on s and 

Membership 
• James Wagner, Webmaster (development) 
• Bill Brooks, Member at Large (traffic, 

maintenance, commercial vehicles) 
• Daniel Koepke, Member at Large (traffic, 

maintenance, commercial vehicles) 
• C h r i s R a y m o n d , M e m b e r a t L a r g e 

(development, membership) 
Plus Bruce Enstone and Roland Dorsay continue to 
assist on several files.  Thank you to our past board 
members for their great service! 

Maintenance, Traffic and Trees 
The good news is we have new pavement from 
Carling to Byron.  The bad news is we had requested 
a traffic calming technique – eliminating the centre 
line – as part of the refurbishment of the street, but 
this was turned down by the City and NCC due to 
safety concerns. The City also denied our request for 
advanced greens for left turns of IPD at Richmond.  In 

the meantime, we will receive a speedboard at 
Sunnymede. Also, the NCC has begun to remove the 
trees destroyed by the emerald ash borer and these 
will be replaced with different hardier species soon. 

Cottage Gas Station at 70 Richmond 

No drive-through! Main & Main withdrew their 
application on the June 14 agenda of the Planning 
Committee for a zoning amendment to allow a drive-
through at 70 Richmond Road, which is now a 
designated heritage building.  Waiting to see what 
Main & Main’s intentions are going forward.   

Sadly, early in September the gas station was 
vandalized – windows broken and door kicked in – but 
thanks to calls to Heritage Ottawa and 311 City of 
Ottawa, everything was quickly boarded up and 
secured.  We also thank Main & Main for staying in 
touch with nearby residents. 

Infill on Island Park Crescent 
Board members and residents attended a meeting on 
Oct. 11 about a sever-and-sell infill project. Property 
at 36 Edina that runs right through to IPC is to be 
severed and sold. The new address would be 615 IPC. 
More details on this soon. 
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I’d always admired 674 Island Park, with its beautiful 
Wedgewood blue stucco, and front windows designed with 
diamond-shaped leaded glass pieces.  The windows actually 
sparkle as you drive by, the exact goal of original owner Jack 
Snow when he had the home built.  Snow, who founded Snow 
Jewellers in the 1920’s was arguably the city’s most famous 
jeweller, and a well respected philanthropist, best known for 
his “Jack Snow Dog Derby” fundraiser on the frozen canal, 
which is credited with being the precursor to Winterlude. 

When 674 went on the market 
this past summer, I contacted 
outgoing owners, Chris and Don 

Jarvis (30-year residents of IPD), and asked if they had information on the 
history of their home. 
   
Don Jarvis, past IPCA President explained that it was in their basement that Jack 
Snow met with the founders of the Rideauview Golf Club.  Embarrassing to admit 
as a Canadian, anti-Semitism did exist in Ottawa in the 1950’s.  Jewish golfers 
were not allowed to be members of the Royal Ottawa in the 1950’s, so Snow and 
his friends decided to build their own golf club, the Rideauview.  The Jarvis’ showed me the basement room 
where the meetings were held to discuss the golf club.  The impressive room is designed to look like the 

interior of an antique boat, with its fine wood paneling, and 
nautical port/starboard lanterns that book-ended the mantle 
wall and portal lights. 

After our meeting, I visited the Jewish Community Center’s 
library and found the documents for the initial board meeting 
for the Rideauview Golf Club.  Many of the members are 
recognizable names from the Ottawa business community. 

To quote Shimon Peres, “Optimists and pessimists die the exact 
same death, but they live very different lives”. In the face of 
adversity, these men paved a better life for their community, 
and for Ottawa as a whole. 

Mizrahi Development 
Mizrahi is building a sales office at the corner of IPD 
and Wellington.  Councillor Leiper will convene a 

meeting with CAs and residents before construction 
of this 12-storey condo begins. 

Ashcroft 
Eye brows were raised by several CAs when Ashcroft 
held a community meeting proposing a 25-storey 
tower in the lot between the convent and Byron.  
Ashcroft also ran a survey this summer asking 
residents what they would like to see happen with 
the convent . . . more to come. 

90 Richmond Road – Project at Byron 
@ Kirkwood on the Superstore lot 
The land at the Byron end of the Superstore is – 
after 16 years – going to be developed.  The 
proposed project is a six-storey seniors’ residence. 
The developer has been frank that they have not 
secured an operator for such a facility yet.  If the 
building does not become a seniors’ residence, it 
will be apartment rentals.  

Closure of Westgate Queensway 
eastbound ramp 
This is a file the board is keeping a close eye on.  
Meetings this summer indicate many are concerned  
this closure would disturb the traffic flows and 
throw more cars into the community. Also, many 
residents believe it is the wrong time to close the 
ramp, given the anticipated development at 
Westgate over the next decade (large scale 
apartments, retail).  

Twelve new proposed sites for the 
Civic Hospital  
The NCC ran a survey that closed October 6, inviting 
residents input on new site selection for the Civic 
Hospital.  Results coming in November. 

Plus...  

meetings with staff from our MP Minister McKenna, 
attendance at Councillor Leiper’s pop-up meetings 
and Forum and much more. 

Architecture and People Who Shaped 
History at 674 Island Park Drive

Founders of the Rideauview Golf Club (left to right):  L to R: Nancy 
Mirsky, Lawrence Soloway (Hy’s son, current member), John Mirsky, 
Isidore Stone, Jack Snow, Alex Betcherman, Morris Berlin, Hy Soloway, 
Harold Shenkman, Lawrence Slover, Morris Zagerman, A. L. (Lou) Achbar 
and Murray Rosman.

Beautiful IPD! If you have historical information about your home, or interesting/famous people 
who’ve lived on IPD, please contact Jen Gillespie at 

jennifer.gillespie@islandparkcommunityassociation.ca, or call 613-695-5060.

Historical Nugget


