
A Message from the IPCA President … 
 
Welcome to our first newsletter since the board resumed in May of this year! 
On May 28, 2015, the Island Park Community Association held an  Annual General Meeting where nine board mem-
bers were elected. Since then, many of you have shared your concerns and interests and we’ve rolled up our sleeves 
and got to work on them. We hope you enjoy our new newsletter, and we look forward to working with you to protect 
and improve our community life. 

– Heather Mitchell 
IPCA President 

 An Update from the Board 

Why Join? 

Your investment is worth protecting. 
I’d imagine most of us chose to live on IPD for its ele-

gance and warmth, large lots with mature trees and 

charming homes – a wise investment in a high-demand 

property area.  It’s worth protecting the value of our 

home by protecting the quality of life in our neighbour-

hood.  If we don’t get involved in shaping our future, deci-

sions will be made for us.  The IPCA provides a vehicle 

for your voice to be heard. 

 

Let us deliver your voice when you 

can’t be there. 
We all lead busy lives.  Sometimes it’s not possible to 

attend important meetings that will have an impact on our 

neighbourhood.  The IPCA website offers a way to send 

your comments in so that we can collect everyone’s opin-

ion and bring it to meetings for you.  Your feedback will 

help us to ensure we’re representing the interests of our 

community when making decisions affecting our commu-

nity and to provide your feedback to city council, devel-

opers, or anywhere that there is a meeting that impacts 

the enjoyment of our community. 

 

There’s power in numbers. 
When developers or the city see a high percentage of 

homes actively staying in touch with their community 

association, they’re more likely to consider our input 

when making decisions.  Apathy is our enemy.  By join-

ing your IPCA, you’re part of a stronger voice when ur-

ban development challenges our quality of life.  We don’t 

have to agree on everything, but we can demonstrate 

that we are objective and that residents are interested 

and active in shaping issues that directly impact us. 

 

Connect and stay current. 
Through the IPCA website, membership meetings, social 

events, newslet-

ters, and email 

communications, 

our mission is to 

keep you in-

formed and con-

nected with what 

will improve the 

enjoyment of our 

neighbourhood. 

Our Mission: 

The Island Park Community Association offers its members a team committed to provide a 

forum that ensures that their voices are heard so that we can protect and enrich members’ 

quality of life and the investment in our homes. 

RCMP Cracks Down on Speeders 
 

Traffic and speeding are 
not new to Island Park 
Drive.  What has been 
impressive is the incredi-
ble support and respon-

siveness the RCMP has 
demonstrated over the 

past few months by in-
tensifying their efforts to 
enforce the speed limits.  

“The Traffic Unit . . . is responsible for patrol and enforce-
ment on Federal roadways . . . including IPD, which ac-
counts for approximately 3% of our patrol areas. Never-

theless, over 10% of our enforcement efforts are dedicat-
ed to IPD daily. I am pleased to report that we have been 
increasingly active on IPD with a daily presence resulting 

in the issuance of over 100 Provincial Offence Notices, 
including commercial vehicle infractions,” said Superin-
tendent Lemire.  

 

IPCA Hits the Ground Running 
 

IPCA Communications Lead, Mike Redmond prepared 
an article about our association restarting that appeared 
in the Kitchissippi Times.  For his story, please go to 
Kitchissippi Times online. 
 

Road Signage and Safety 
 

Meetings with NCC staff, Councillor Jeff Leiper and the 
RCMP resulted in new signage on IPD about commercial 
vehicles and a ‘do not block the intersection’ sign at 
Clearview Avenue.  Speed-boards were erected in early 
October in a joint effort between IPCA, the City and the 
NCC to collect data to assist the RCMP and the City with 
managing traffic in the future. 
 
 

Mizrahi Development Receives Landmark 
“OK” from City 
 

Urban Review Design 
Panel’s report to ap-
prove Mizrahi Develop-
ments for landmark sta-
tus received an 8-2 vote 
of support from Ottawa 
City Planning Committee 
on October 27, 2015 
despite strong presenta-
tions made in opposition by the IPCA and other resi-
dents.  Planning Committee’s recommendation was ap-
proved by City Council the next day.  The proposal will 
now return to the OMB Chair Marc Denhez for his final 
ruling this month.  No determination has been made to 
the exact height that will be awarded to Mizrahi Develop-
ments, though his proposal has consistently been 12 
floors.   

HistoricalNugget 
by Jen Gillespie 

 

Have you ever noticed those little yellow lights 

strapped to the light posts on Island Park 

Drive? Have you wondered why they’re not 

on every post? These yellow lights were put 

on the light posts that were closest to a side 

street off of Island Park. They helped show 

where the smaller side streets were located 

at night time. Major, well-lit  intersections do 

not have the lights. 

Contact Us 

Island Park  

Community Association 
PO Box 35031 Westgate 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1Z 1A2 
 

islandparkassociation@yahoo.ca  
 

Visit us  
www.islandpark.wordpress.com 

We’d like to wish every-
one a Happy & Safe Holi-

day Season!  
 

Heather, Daniel, Duff, Paul, 
Hans, David, Mike, Cat & Jenn 



  Meet Your Neighbour 

M arybeth Cameron-Creskey, her hus-

band Andrew and their daughter moved 

to Island Park in the spring of 2013.  Their reasons 

for moving to Island Park Drive, “Island Park has a 

great school district, and we love the beautiful tree

-lined promenade and its grand homes”.   

 

Merybeth is a researcher with Health Canada in 

their Centre for Biologics Evaluation Proteomics 

and Mass Spectrometric Analysis Lab.  She 

chose her career because she liked sciences and 

biochemistry was a tangible, “non-abstract” field.  

Her first and most memorable job as a fourth-year 

student was working at the Ottawa Hospital Re-

search Institute’s HIV lab.  When I asked 

Marybeth to explain her job to me, her first ques-

tion was, “Do you know what a protein is?”  “Sure”, 

I replied, thinking of a nice steak, or my morning 

smoothie protein powder.  Marybeth continued to 

explain, “Proteins are the active ingredient in bio-

logical drugs such as vaccines, cell therapies, and 

monoclonal antibodies.  Our lab uses mass spec-

trometry and proteomics as key approaches to 

study proteins.  We develop new methods to eval-

uate the quality of biologics, and characterize the 

protein profile of blood or tissue of the recipient of 

a biotherapeutic.  Every protein is encoded by a 

gene.  We can grow proteins in a reliable manner 

to make quality biologics, such as vaccines and 

blood products.”  I handed Marybeth a dry erase 

marker to white-board it out for me.  Her genuine 

enthusiasm for her work was clear.  She passion-

ately rocketed into an impressive explanation, 

then turned back to see my expression – a deer in 

the headlights.  We laughed a bit and enjoyed a  

drink together. 

 

When you meet Marybeth, you wouldn’t suspect 

that her research work has been published in sci-

entific journals like Proteomics, Analytical Bio-

chemistry, Platelets and Vaccine, because the first 

thing you’ll notice is her fun loving and playfully 

vibrant personality.  Her husband, Andrew is very 

supportive and proud of his wife’s achievements.  

Andrew is a highly sought-after developer who 

works at You.i TV, one of the fastest growing Otta-

wa tech start-ups for television content delivery.  

Within the walls of their home are more brains 

than you could imagine.  I’m glad they’re our 

neighbours and friends and that they’re part of our 

community. 

____________________________________________ 

If you have a recommendation for an IPCA mem-

ber that we should consider writing about, please 

send an email to jen.gillespieipd@gmail.com. 

Marybeth Cameron Creskey 
with husband Andrew and daughter Gwen 

      by Jen Gillespie – IPCA Memberships 

Heritage Designation for former RPM Mo-
torworks 
(70 Richmond Road) 
 

Thanks to an Ottawa citizen article written by Andrew King 
on September 14, 2014, our Councillor Jeff Leiper en-
gaged the City to have the property at 70 Richmond Road 
(former RPM Motorworks) receive heritage status.  The 
IPCA supported the designation and made a presentation 
to the Built Heritage Committee.  The “cottage” property, 
operated as one of 5 gas stations owned by Champlain 
Oil, whose board of directors included former Prime Minis-
ter Pierre Elliott Trudeau’s father, Charles Emile Trudeau, 
and operated from the 1930s until the late 1960s. 

 

Federal All-Candidates Meeting a Huge 
Success 
 
On October 1, 2015, the IPCA co-sponsored and partici-
pated in a federal all-candidates meeting at St. George’s 
Parish on Piccadilly Street.  “Chairs were provided for 200 
people, and an additional 100+ were standing,” explained 
Duff Mitchell, board member of the IPCA.  “It was the larg-
est turnout we’ve ever had,” said event organizer Judith 
Shane from the Hampton-Iona Community Association.  
“We were happy to co-sponsor such a successful event,” 
explained Jim Provost, President of the Wellington Village 
Community Association.  “There was standing-room only, 
and it was a great opportunity for the candidates to com-
municate with the neighbourhood." 

IPCA Memberships Triple With Door-to-
Door Campaign 
 
 Thanks to your support, and a successful door-to-door 
membership campaign, memberships have quadrupled to 
over 130 residents since May, 2015.  Reaching as many 
residents as possible is important – there are issues that 
all of us need to be aware of, and have a say on.  When 
talking with neighbours, please encourage them to join.  
For more information on “Why Join?” please see the arti-
cle in this newsletter, or send people to our website for the 
Membership Registration Form. 
  
 

  
 
National Capital Commission Covenants to 
Expire in 2020 
 
In 2020 – 2021, the NCC’s “covenants” will expire 
under the “100 Year Plan”, an agreement signed 
February 9, 1922 between Robert H. Cowley and the 
Ottawa Improvement Commission, the precursor to 
the National Capital Commission.  The Commission 
granted Cowley the parcels of land adjacent to what 
is now Island Park Drive, subject to a number of 
restrictive covenants governing how those lots 

(including Island Park Drive) should be developed.  
The covenants prohibited commercial traffic, largely 
gave the Commission design control over buildings, 
forced services to the rear of the lots and prescribed 
laneways, and more.  To view the covenants docu-
ments, please visit the IPCA website.  As the cove-
nants near expiry, the NCC will consider its future 
options.  What does this mean for us?  The IPCA has 
contacted the NCC who has agreed to meet with 
residents to discuss options.  There will be a special 
public meeting to discuss the future of the NCC and 
IPD.  An email will be sent out when the date is con-
firmed with the NCC. 
 
You can read more on this story and Councillor Jeff Leiper’s 
comments during a CBC news interview on the CBC News web-
site. 

mailto:jen.gillespieipd@gmail.com

