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Heather, Daniel, Duff, Paul, Hans,  

David, Mike, Cat & Jenn 

Vera & George Gara 
 

I met Judy Bosloy in our kids’ school li-

brary.  She mentioned that her mother 

was a Holocaust survivor and handed me 

a copy of her book “Least Expected He-

roes.”  I read it and was amazed with the 

memoires of an 11-year-old Hungarian-

Jewish girl and the terrifying journey that 

eventually ended-up with her husband 

and two daughters in Ottawa, Canada.  In 

fact, Vera and George Gara live on Island 

Park Drive. 

 

The only child of Moric and Irma Pick, 

Vera had a middle-class lifestyle.  Her fa-

ther started the famous Pick Salami business in Szeged, 

Hungary, and was a well-respected figure in the community.   

At the age of 11, the Nazi’s took over her city, seizing all as-

sets.  Their home was turned into a boarding house that 

included three other families and their neighbourhood was 

condemned as a Jewish ghetto.  Thereafter, they were 

rounded up onto cattle cars and were sent to a work camp 

in the small village of Loitzendorf, Austria, then to Bergen-

Belsen concentration camp. Later enroute to Theresienstadt 

the allies derailed the train, ending their captivity. 

 

George Gara grew up in a similar way in Budapest, Hungary.  

As a young boy in WW2, he remembers being taken from 

his home with his parents when crowds of people, including 

neighbours gathered in the streets shouting for the Nazis to 

“finish them off.”  Time and again, through pure luck and 

random acts of kindness, George and his family found free-

dom. 

 

Vera’s only possessions to accompany her during her ordeal 

were her prayer book, 

watch and diary.  They, 

along with all the prison-

er’s possessions were tak-

en and placed in a basket 

beside an SS officer.  At 

only 11 years old, Vera 

walked up to the basket, 

took her belongings, and 

said, “This belongs to me 

and I want it.”  The guard 

let her take them.   

 

I don’t think it’s a coinci-

dence that the diary sur-

vived along with Vera.  

Inside its pages are lists 

written by Moric Pick of the names and birthdates of the 

people who shared their home in Szeged, the barn in 

Loitzendorf, and other locations.  The next day, I was on the 

phone with the US Holocaust Memorial Museum who has 

since requested to see Vera’s diary. 

 

Vera and George’s story is a tribute to random acts of kind-

ness and heroic deeds of those she met along her journey.   

 

Today, Vera volunteers at the Ottawa Heart Institute and 

spends countless hours at schools throughout the city to 

talk about the Holocaust.   

 

Vera’s book, Least-Expected Heroes of the Holocaust, 2011, 

ISBN:  978-0-9877789-0-1, $15 can be obtained from the 

author at vgara@rogers.com. 
_______________________________________________ 

If you have a recommendation for an IPCA member that we should 

consider writing about, please send an email to 

jen.gillespieipd@gmail.com 

  Meet Your Neighbour 

      by Jen Gillespie – IPCA Memberships 

An update from the board 

NCC Covenants will Expire in 2020 
  

The end of an era is at hand: In 2020, covenants restricting 
the type and character of buildings that can be constructed 
on IPD expire.  This was confirmed by the National Capital 
Commission at a meeting with the IPCA Board and the City 
on April 13. 
 
So what does this mean? Our street already has zoning from 
the City—residential—so that won’t change.  But to retain 
the character of the street (set-backs, no garages on the 
front, limits on height, and so on), we will need to look for an 
urban planning tool to help replace the covenants. 
 
One option would be to have IPD designated a Heritage Con-
servation District (HCD) under Part V of the Ontario Heritage 
Act.  We would be in good company: Sandy Hill West, 
Rockcliffe, Lorne Avenue, the Byward Market, in fact at least 
17 areas in Ottawa have the HCD designation.  
 
This option was discussed at our meeting with the NCC. The 
City was quite encouraging, plus, the NCC offered to provide 
resources to help us do the required historical research. 
  
If we decide to go this route, we will need to do some work: 
that being said, many of us think the effort would be worth it 
to preserve the character of IPD.  What do you think?  Come 
to our Annual General Meeting on May 26, for a full discus-
sion. 

 
 

Objectives and Business Plan for 2016 – 2017 
 

On February 11 we held an open Board meeting. Councillor 
Leiper briefed residents on several issues.  Thanks to your 
participation, we established our priorities: 
•    Prepare for the expiration of the NCC covenants and 
keep residents informed 
•    Represent members and residents in Ward, municipal, 

provincial and federal issues that have an impact on Island 
Park/Island Park Crescent/Harmer south 
•    Help residents feel safe and help them protect the invest-
ment in their homes 
•    Develop and maintain a sense of community 
For the complete approach and full business plan, check the 
IPCA website. islandpark.wordpress.com/ 

 
Bye Bye Monkey Joes!  Redevelopment of 
Westgate 
 

Rio-Can—owners of the Westgate Mall at Merivale and Car-
ling—are planning a three-phase redevelopment over the 
next 15-20 years that will replace the current shopping mall 
with five towers of office, retail and rental apartments. The 
first phase will see Monkey Joes replaced with a mixed-use 
tower within five years. This is a great project that offers 
many opportunities that could benefit the community, but it 
could certainly have a significant impact on our street.  Make 
your views known to the city:  Ann O'Connor—613-580-2424 
x12658/ann.oconnor@ottawa.ca  

 
*Illustration showing density – this is not what the project 
will actually look like. 
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  Celebrating Our History – 

Island Park Drive 

by Jen Gillespie 

The History of Island Park Drive 

When researching the expiring covenants for Island Park Drive, so 

much fascinating information was found. We discovered stories 

about interesting or famous vpeople who have lived on IPD, or in-

fluenced its creation and evolution. There were stories about histo-

ry enthusiasts who have uncovered interesting facts about this ar-

ea, historical documents and articles, photos and videos.  It soon 

became apparent that there was too much material to put in one article.  For this reason, we decided to create an ongoing 

series of historical pieces about “The Drive” that will cover the topics: “Why was Island Park Drive created?”  “How did the 

street develop over time?”  “Was there any historical significance behind the homes and the people who lived in them?”, 

and more.  We hope you enjoy the historical journey with us. 

W hy Was Island Park Drive 
Created? 

by Jen Gillespie 

 
Volume 1 of a Continuing Series… 

 

 
The vision for Island Park Drive 
started with a report entitled 
“Report of the Federal Plan 
Commission on a General Plan 
for the Cities of Ottawa and Hull 
1915,” wherein the Ottawa Im-
provement Commission (OIC) 
envisioned Ottawa similar to 
London, Paris, Berlin, Rio de 
Janeiro and other great capitals 
with beautiful urban gardens, 
parks, parkways, canals, water-
ways and beautiful landscap-
ing.   
 
The Commission urged the city 
to create a Federal District for 
Ottawa and Hull, stating that within thirty minutes, city dwellers 
can be in beautiful nature parks with a vista of “the great city” of 
Ottawa.  The report pointed out a lack of connection between 
Ottawa and Hull at the western end of the city, and the need for a 
western parkway to facilitate the flow of traffic to the park lands 
within the city and Hull/Gatineau. 
 
Acting on the report, the OIC then purchased the land to create 
IPD from four different land owners, the most well known being 
Robert H. Cowley.  These land owners  sold portions of their lots 
or provided easements to the OIC for $1 with strict covenants. 
These covenants outlined the rules for land development  – 
namely single family homes, utilities to the back of the property 
lines, set-backs from the sidewalk, parkway width, etc.   
 
The land transfer agreements between the owners and the OIC  

 
were dated in 1922, and construction of the Western Parkway 
followed.  The goal was to provide vacationers a means to get to 
their vacation properties along the Ottawa River, and an access 
route to Bate Island, Cunningham Island and Riopelle Island, and 
eventually Hull and Gatineau. 
 

The Western Driveway was to be 
lined with lovely homes, and 
used a ‘wig-wag’ design to en-
sure slower traffic speeds and 
ensure that those who drove on 
the parkway would “enjoy the 
drive” as they approached a 
restful destination. 
 
Prior to construction of the 
Queensway, Island Park Drive 
followed a path that incorpo-
rated what is now Island Park 
Crescent.  When the Queensway 
was built in the 1960s, the land 
was excavated under the current 
Queensway, allowing traffic to 
flow underneath.  Homes imme-
diately adjacent to the 

Queensway were offered underground parking garages at the 
cost of the city.  (An image of the original path of Island Park 
Drive can be found on the IPCA website.) 
 
The first homes to be built along IPD were developed through the 
Brannan family’s Hampton Park subdivision.  A later series of larg-
er homes were built in the 1940s as part of the Leighton Park 
project. 
 
Island Park Drive got its name from its link to Bate Island, which 
was designated in honour of Sir Henry Bate, first Chairman of the 
OIC (1899-1913). Construction of the Champlain Bridge (originally 
named Remic Rapid Bridge) started in 1924-1928.  
 
For more on the history of IPD, and sources used for this article, please 
visit our website. 

Historical photos from the Ottawa Archives and Kitchissippi Museum. 

Civic Hospital vs. The Experimental Farm 
 

Your Board is participating in the consultations on the reloca-
tion of the Civic Hospital. Some 500 people attended an open 
house on March 7 to learn more about the Civic “Hospital of 
the 21st Century,” which needs 60 acres and room to grow. 
The federal government has reconsidered its offer of the Ex-
perimental Farm and asked the hospital to go back to the 
drawing board and look at other sites.  So although the re-
search field on the Experimental Farm remains an option—
much to the dismay of many—two other locations (Tunney’s 
Pasture and the land where the Sir John Carling once stood) 
have been added to the mix.  Stay tuned . . . ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

And also, Board members were out about . . . 
 

 . . .  participating in the first meeting of Dave Allston’s (the 
man behind The Kitchissippi Museum online blog)  History 
and Heritage Group to learn more about heritage designa-

tion . . . attending a meeting about biking on Byron . . .  con-
tinuing dialogue with the RCMP about speeding and commer-
cial traffic . . . and of course, staying in touch with our coun-
cillor and the NCC. 
 

Welcome! 

A warm welcome to Mexico’s new Ambassador to Canada, 

His Excellency Agustin Garcia-Lopez Loaeza!  The residence of 

Mexico’s ambassador to Canada is on IPD.  

 

Garage Sale ***New Date***  
 

Those who have lived on the street for a while know that we 
usually have our garage sale the first week in June.  This year, 
we're going to try something different: We're going to hold it 
Saturday, June 11 to coordinate with the new street festival 
being held by the Westboro BIA.  So keep the date, June 11, 
more details coming soon! 
 

Annual General Meeting May 26! 
 

Tulips mean it’s time for our AGM: Thursday, May 26, 7:00 

p.m. at the Kitchissippi United Church, 630 IPD.  We will 

look at a Heritage Conservation District designation for IPD, 

have a guest speaker, and of course, elect the 2016/2017 

Board of Directors.  Would you like to join the Board?  Or 

simply become a member of the IPCA?—$10 per household, 

a good deal!  Invite your neighbours and spread the word – 

see you there! 

Dennis from Champlain Park, Heather from IPCA, Councillor Leiper 
and Karen from Civic Hospital Neighbourhood Association at the 
Civic Hospital consultation. 

1929  

IPD at Richmond Rd—Traffic circle 


