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Thank you friends and 
neighbours for making the first 
Island Park Drive Festival of 
Lights a cheerful success! 

Strong participation was 
certainly noted and appreciated, 
and as a result area residents 
were treated to a delightful 
display of colour and festive 
spirit. “It gave Island Park Drive  
a magical feel, and really 
highlighted the creativity of our 
neighbours,” said IPCA Vice 
President Kimberly Saunders.

The IPCA thanks Susan Chell, 
Broker, Re/Max Metro City 
realty ltd. Brokerage, and City 
of Ottawa Councillor Christine 
Leadman for graciously and 
generously contributing to the 
Festival of Lights gift baskets 
that were awarded to the 
homes that were considered to 
be the the most creative and 
festive of the season. 

Councillor Leadman 
participated in the judging 
along with IPCA President 
Daniel Koepke, and IPCA Vice 
President Kimberly Saunders. 
Gift baskets were awarded to 
the following homes:

1. 781
2. 704
3. 485

“I’m happy to have participated 
in the Festival of Lights and was 
delighted by the participation 
rate” explained Ms. Leadman. 
“I look forward to seeing it and 
other community building events 
grow in the years to come”. 
Narrowing the decision to three 
homes was not easy as so many 
deserved recognition. “I’m sure 
judging will only get harder”.  

“Events such as these promote 
community harmony by creating 
positive and enjoyable experiences 

 
 
 
 
locally and encouraging 
celebrations that provide 
opportunities for social interaction 
with neighbours and the wider 
community of residents, business 
and other groups. I am grateful 
to have had an opportunity to 
participate” said Susan Chell. 

Many thanks to all who 
participated in this year’s 
lighting that is sure to become 
a tradition, and to Councillor 
Leadman and Susan Chell and 
for generously adding to the 
celebration and fun of this event. 

ISLAND PARK DRIVE - FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

SAFETy
2008 traffic incidents: 90
Property Damage: 60
Injuries: 15
Fail to Remain C.C: 3
Fail to Remain HTA: 9
Carless Driving: 2
Road Rage: 1

The Festival of Lights gift baskets were sponsored by Councillor Christine Leadman, and 
Susan Chell, Broker, Re/Max Metro City Realty Ltd., Brokerage.

CALENDAR
IPCA Annual General Meeting  
Thursday, June 4th 

IPD Annual Garage Sale  
Saturday, June 6th 



 

Driving 
down Island park Drive at night, 
the curious traveller might notice  
the road is illuminated by  
old-fashioned street lights with 
amber-coloured bulbs that hang in 
baskets about halfway up the post.

About 50 years ago, this wouldn’t 
have been a mere roadside quirk. 
Rather, the amber lights were 
an important signal for drivers, 
indicating they had reached an 
intersection street, explains Gerald 
Lajeunesse, the National Capital 
Commission’s chief landscape 
architect. 

The historic posts with the 
fluorescent amber lights are 
located along several NCC 
parkways, such as Island Park 
Drive at Iona Street and Queen 
Elizabeth Drive at Linden Terrace. 
The NCC maintains the amber 
lights in tribute to this peculiarity 
in Ottawa’s architectural history.

“I think they’re a character-
defining element of the capital,” 
says Mr. Lajeunesse.

So why did the NCC do away  
with most of these lights?

Over time, car headlights have 
improved in strength and quality, 
eliminating the need for amber 
lights at intersections, says  
Mr. Lajeunesse. At the same time, 
the “message” about the amber 
lights has been lost on a new 
generation of drivers who haven’t 
needed to use them.

“it speaks to another time 
and although its romantic, it’s 
something that doesn’t fit as a 
requirement into today’s road 
system,” says Mr. Lajeunesse. 

But the NCC has tried to maintain 
some romamticism-or at least a bit 
of distinctiveness-when it comes 
to their light posts versus their 
municipal counterparts. 

While the NCC no longer installs 
the secondary, amber-coloured 
lights, it still uses heritage-style 
light posts. The NCC’s street lights 
constitute a stone base topped 
with an arch of metal that extends 
out over the street. The lights 
themselves are encased in an 
“acorn”-style fixture.
The NCC’s pedestrian lights, on 
the other hand, have a “globe” 
fixture where the lights are held in 
art-deco-style baskets on top of the 
light post.

“They define the character of the 
parkway as opposed to it being 
another municipal street,” says  
Mr. Lajeunesse, who is both 
passionate and knowledgeable 
when it comes to architectural 
details in the Capital.

JOIN uS IN TAKING 
STEPS TO SuPPORT 
mENTAL HEALTH

The Royal Ottawa Health Care 
Group (ROHCG) is comprised of 
the Royal Ottawa Mental Health 
Centre, the Brockville Mental 
Health Centre, the uOttawa 
Institute of Mental Health 
Research, Royal Ottawa Place  
and the Royal Ottawa Foundation 
for Mental Health. In 2010 the 
hospital will be celebrating  
100 years of service to patients, 
consumers* and caregivers.  

1 in 5 Canadians will suffer from 
mental illness.

* Many people receiving mental health care 
prefer the term “consumer” rather than 
patient, to better reflect the active role they 
play in managing their mental health.

ISLAND PARK’S AmbER LIGHTS

VOLuNTEER’S bOuTIquE 
AT THE ROyAL
The Royal Ottawa Mental Health 
Centre’s Winter Garden Boutique 
provides gently used clothing 
to clients, staff and the general 
public at very reasonable prices. 
Donations of adult casual clothing, 
outerwear and footwear, especially 
in larger sizes, are gratefully 
accepted by the Volunteer 
Association. Items can be dropped 
off when ever the Boutique is open 
(Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.) or left at the Switchboard/
Reception area after hours. 
Proceeds from the shop  
go to patient comfort items  
and activities.

Those extra keen eyes might also notice that NCC uses white lights in its street 
lighting, rather than the high-sodium yellow favoured by most municipalities. While 
yellow lights are cheaper to maintain, the white lights allow people to see the full 
spectrum of colours at night. 

Source: The Ottawa Citizen, June 20 2006.


