
SŒURS DE LA 
VISITATION CONVENT

A zoning decision on Ashcroft 
Homes’ controversial proposed 
redevelopment of the Soeurs de 
la Visitation Convent site was 
deferred to November 16th due 
to a successful motion sponsored 
by Councillor Leadman proposing 
that the City seek to enter into a 
so-called Section 37 Agreement 
with the developer. 

A Section 37 Agreement allows 
a developer to increase height 
and/or density beyond that 
set out in a City’s Official Plan 
and a Community Design Plan 
in exchange for a developer 
agreeing to offsetting public 
benefits (For example, but not 
limited to, Ashcroft agreeing to 
make Convent space available 
for not-for-profit public uses, 
installing artworks in public 
spaces, funding improvements for 
the Hilson School schoolyard).

It remains to be seen whether 
this infrequently used Planning 
Act provision (it’s a first for 
Ottawa ) will produce a workable 
compromise. There is considerable 
distance between what Ashcroft 
seeks and broadly-based public 

opposition.  Although there 
are a number of issues with the 
development, there are two 
primary community concerns. 
One centers on the developer’s 
proposed building heights and 
density (including 4 nine story 
buildings and about 600 units 
overall). That would add more 
traffic to an already congested 
local road network.

The second is the developer’s 
proposal for a new access road 
that would cut through the Byron 
linear park.  In addition to the 
added car and possibly truck 
traffic that would bring to Byron, 
it poses safety risks for children, 
pedestrians and cyclists using the 
park because of short sight lines. 

The City has invited 
representatives from the Hampton 
Iona Community Group, Leighton 
Terrance, and the IPCA to 
participate directly in the Section 
37 public consultation process. 

A round of broader public 
consultation, open to all, will be 
held in late October.

In anticipation of City Council 
possibly not agreeing to what 
Ashcroft wants, the developer has 
formally filed an appeal to the 
Ontario Municipal Board based on 
City Council not having made its 
zoning decision within 120 days 
of Ashcroft’s application.

Ashcroft Homes has proposed 
leasing about 41,000 sq. ft to the 
City at $5-12/sq feet, perhaps to 
be paid for in tax relief rather than 
cash. This would be in exchange 
for zoning approval and more 
liberal heritage designation so  
as to allow for about 600 units  
to be built on the site.

KITCHISSIPPI WARD ALL-CANDIDATES DEBATE

The neighbourhood community associations representing 

Hampton-Iona, Island Park, Wellington  Village and 

Westboro have organized an all-candidates debate  

for the Kitchissippi Ward.  

Monday, October 18, 2010.

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

St. George’s Parish Hall

415 Piccadilly Avenue

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU OUT!
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ISLAND PARK DRIVE 
ENHANCEMENTS
There have been important 
advances in addressing long 
standing safety issues on Island 
Park Drive. On July 16th Ottawa 
Council approved a motion to 
remove the channelized turn 
lanes on the north side of Carling 
Avenue at Island Park and to install 
a signalized pedestrian crossing at 
Iona Street and Island Park.

In order to take full advantage of 
the motion and subsequent funds, 
as passed by City Council, the 
City will begin with removal the 
channelized turn lanes in 2011. 
The current configuration of these 
lanes do not meet contemporary 
design standards. Councillor 
Christine Leadman, who initiated 
the motion on behalf of the IPCA, 
has also lobbied the National 
Capital Commission to share costs.

The pedestrian crossing did not 
meet the same level of support 
from the NCC, citing that 
the intersection did not meet 
provincial and federal warrants 
(traffic volume). 

The IPCA and City of Ottawa 
contend that enhancements at 
this intersection are needed to 
provide a safer experience for 
both pedestrians and cyclists with 
motorist. While the City welcomes 

cost-sharing with the NCC, 
the City is willing to fund this 
important project in its entirety.

The IPCA is participating in 
Elmdale’s “School Travel Plan” 
initiative with a focus on helping 
to make the crossing of IPD at 
Iona and Java safer for children 
walking or cycling to school.  

Elmdale Public School extends 
bus service to students living 
immediately west of IPD, but 

also within what would normally 
be deemed walking distance, 
due to safety concerns at the 
Iona / Island Park intersection.  
Discussions with the Ottawa 
Student Transport Authority are 

on-going to assess what the 
implications of introducing a 
pedestrian crossing might be on 
the student bus service. 

ELM  
TREES
Several mature elms 
along IPD have succumbed 
to Dutch Elm Disease (DED). 
DED is a fungal disease which 
is spread by the elm bark beetle. 
In an attempt to block the fungus 
from spreading, the tree reacts by 
plugging its own vascular tissue 
with gum and tyloses, bladder-
like extensions of the vascular 
tissue cell’s wall. These eventually 
prevent water and nutrients from 
travelling up the trunk, in due 
course killing the tree. The first 
symptom of infection is usually 
an upper branch of the tree with 
leaves starting to wither and yellow 
in summer, months before the 
normal autumnal leaf shedding.

The newer trees along Island Park 
Drive are DED resident hybrids. 
Thirty of these elms were planted 
by the NCC earlier this year. More 
will be planted in 2011 to replace 
the diseased trees felled over the 
course of the summer. 

CHARTING A NEW PATH
Better balancing the needs and 

safety of different road users in 

the urban environment requires 

much more than talk. Parkway 

policy, decision making and 

project prioritization do not yet 

to reflect the new direction the 

NCC continues to promote in 

the media: Changing the “cars 

first”, cyclists and pedestrians 

second mindset requires not 

only commitment and tenacity, 

but also readiness to scrutinize 

and amend conflicting policy 

and business practices.

The NCC wishes to 

remind residents not 

to park vehicles on the 

grass boulevards and 

to remind contractors 

of the same. Similarly, 

the NCC requested that 

contractor signs not be 

posted on NCC lands.

We invite your views  

on these or any other 

IPD-related issues 

IPCA EMAIL ADDRESS: 
islandparkassociation@yahoo.ca


