
Ottawa was the first city in Canada 
to experience the magic of 
motion picture. We have George 
and Andrew Holland to thank 
that fine distinction, two Ottawa 
brothers who put our city on the 
film history map, just around the 
corner from Island Park Drive.

Young entrepreneurs in an up-and-
coming capital city, the Holland 
brothers became passionate 
about innovation and technology. 
As representatives of Thomas 
Edison’s company in Canada, they 
introduced the country to the 
phonograph and the typewriter.

Impressed by their marketing 
successes, Edison entrusted 
George and Andrew with what 

was to become a 
historic assignment: 
the commercial 
exhibition of his new 
“magic lantern,” the 
Kinetoscope, the 
world’s first moving 

picture machine. Shows were 
viewed by peering into a small 
peephole at the top of the ma-
chine that resembled an elegantly 
finished cabinet. The Holland 
brothers made their way to New 
York City, where, on April 14th 
1894, they opened the world’s first 
commercial Kinetoscope parlour. 
Patrons were charged a nickel per 
show. It didn’t take long for the 
boys to bring the technology back 
to their hometown.

On November 3rd 1894, in a 
makeshift parlour set up on the 
ground floor of the Perley build-
ing on Sparks Street near Bank, 
Ottawa became the first city in 
Canada to experience the wonder 

of moving pictures. Peeping into 
the magic lantern, Ottawans were 
dazzled by images of dancing 
burlesque girls, a prize fight 
between Corbett and Courtnenay, 
famous New York stage acts, and 
Niagara Falls. No plot, no sound, 
no special effects, but that didn’t 
matter. The people of Ottawa, and 
the world, were hooked.

A technological race had begun. 
Projection of moving pictures for 
crowds was now the goal. Just a 
few years later, Edison’s company 
introduced a new device called the 
Vitascope. Once again, the Holland 
Brothers were front and centre in 
its promotion.

On July 21st 1896 Ottawans 
flocked to West End Park—today 
the intersection of Holland and 
Ruskin—to gaze together for 
the first time at the silver screen. 
Ottawa’s place in the annals of 
cinematic history was secure.
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In honour of the holidays, we invite all friends 
and neighbours to take part in the first annual 
Island Park Drive Festival of Lights by coming 
together and decorating for the season, in a 
street wide celebration.

To help kick-off what is sure to be become an 
annual event, Kitchissippi Ward Councillor 
Christine Leadman will help us select the two 
most cheerful houses on the street and award 
those homes with a gift basket filled with treats 
from local businesses.

DATE: DECEMBER 15th

The Festival of Lights gift baskets are 
sponsored by Christine Leadman, 
and Susan Chell, Broker,  
Re/Max Metro  
City Realty Ltd., 
Brokerage.

THE SILVER SCREEN IN THE HOOD

ISLAND PARK DRIVE - FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Island Park Festival of Lights sponsor links:  
www.kitchissippiward.com and www.susanchell.com



Almost four decades later, 
on December 1st 1934, the 
Victoria opens at Wellington 
and Holland. In 1948 it is 
renamed the Century as 20th 
Century Theatres takes it over. 
In 1945 it is renamed once 
again—the Towne—before it 
closes its doors for good  
in 1955. 

Just a little further  
down the street from the  
Century was the Cinema, a 
620 seat theatre that opened 
in 1914 at 1045 Wellington.  
After subsequent name changes 
—Veteran and Columbia—it 

closes as the 
Nola in 1948 
under Odeon 
management.

Better known  
to area residents 
is the Elmdale 
which opened 
in 1947 at 1196 
Wellington. 
The theatre 
was twinned 
(bowling alley 
style) in 1981, 

and closed in 1994 as an Odeon/
Cineplex owned theatre. It is  
now a church. 

Between 1980 and 2000 Island 
Park residents could easily walk to 
the Odeon, and later Cineplex/
Odeon owned cinemas at 1309 
Carling, the Wesgate. Today the 
closest film theatre is the StarCité 
at 115 du Plateau Blvd in Gatineau.

OUCH!
Community concerns over speeding are often dismissed as unfounded perception. Traffic enforcement patrols 
however tell us that our concerns are legitimate: speeding on Island Park Drive is pervasive and speeds excessive. 
Statistics also attest to this very real safety issue. In the first 9 months of the year 61 collisions were reported, 7 of 
these resulted in injury. That’s an average of two collisions a week or an annual ratio of about one to every two 
families living on IPD. Any which way we cut it, the status quo is unacceptable. 

The IPCA continues to work closely with the RCMP and OPS to maintain traffic enforcement on IPD. The number 
of citations issued on Island Park Drive represent approximately 1% of citations issued within City boundaries.
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We invite you to visit us at www.islandparkca.com and provide  
your e-mail address for the e-IPCA Newsletter.


